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Constructing Meaning’s Vision of Explicit Language 
Instruction is a research based framework with 
three salient instructional features:

● Cognitive tasks – supporting the language 
functions that lead to deep learning 

● Target language – addressing both the 
content ‘bricks’ and functional ‘mortar’ of 
subject discourse

● Instruction and application – providing 
structured opportunities to practice language 
within a gradual release model

What is Constructing Meaning?



What does Constructing Meaning instruction look like?

A lot of talking, writing, graphing, creating, etc., because students 
are engaged with the content and each other.

This engagement results from the teacher providing:

1. A learning goal that makes clear the lesson content, functional 
language, and product.

2. Language supports for complex thinking, talking, writing, 
creating, etc.

3. Structured peer interactions to deepen understanding and 
create a community of scholars



NGSS Disciplinary Core Idea PS1 - Each atom has a charged substructure 
consisting of a nucleus, which is made of protons and neutrons, surrounded by 
electrons.

The learning goal: Students will demonstrate their understanding of 
atomic structure by explaining their similarities and differences between 
23

11Na+1 and  16
8O-2   in a written paragraph.

Precise vocabulary: proton, neutron, electron,  
atom, element, nucleus, atomic mass, atomic 
number, cation, anion

A learning goal that makes clear the lesson content, functional language, and 
product.

Chemistry Example



Chemistry Example
Structured peer interactions to deepen understanding and create a community of scholars

Protons Neutrons Electrons Atomic 
Mass

Atomic 
Number

Charge Anion or 
Cation

23
11Na

+1 11 12 10 23 11 +1 Cation

16
8O

-2 8 8 10 16 8 -2 Anion

I found the ___ by___

I know the number of ___is always equal to the ___.

The ___is made up of ___and ___

Can you clarify how you found ___?

I have a question about ___?

With your A/B partner:

Use the language patterns and 
take turns explaining or 
clarifying how you determined 
your numbers. Student B starts 
the conversation.

Explain & Describe 
Language Patterns



Chemistry Example
Language supports for complex thinking, talking, writing, creating, etc.

Topic Sentence:  
While ___and___contain___they differ___
Although ___and ___have similar___they have 
different___

Body:
Both ___ are found ___ and make up ___.
Another difference is___
This is due to the fact___
A distinction between ___ and ___ is

Conclusion:
The difference in___results in___
Whereas ___and ___are similar in that___, the major 
difference between the two is____.

While both sodium and oxygen contain protons, 
neutrons and electrons, they differ in the number of 
those subatomic particles.  Protons and neutrons are 
found in the nucleus of an atom and make up the 
atom’s atomic mass.  Oxygen has 8 protons and 8 
neutrons and therefore has a mass of 16 amu.  In 
contrast, sodium has 11 protons and 12 neutrons so it’s 
atomic mass is 23 amu.  Both element’s electrons orbit 
the nucleus. However sodium is a cation meaning it 
has a positive charge and oxygen is an anion which is 
negatively charged. This is due to the fact that sodium 
has 11 positively charged protons and 10 negatively 
charged electrons, so it has a charge of +1.  Oxygen 
has 8 positively charged protons and 10 negatively 
charged electrons and so has a charge of -1.  For both 
atoms the atomic number is the same as the number 
of protons.  Therefor, sodium atomic number is 11 and 
oxygen’s atomic number is 8.  The difference in the 
number of subatomic particles results in a different 
atomic number, atomic mass and charge of an atom.

Compare & Contrast 
Language Patterns



Our Multilingual Learners

MVHS LAHS
Total 2188 2173

RFEP (R) 508 595

EL (L) 125 188

LTEL 45 76

IFEP (F) 268 301

48% of MVLA 
students are 

Multilingual Learners



   Our Implementation Journey 

5-Day Constructing Meaning Professional Learning  

Cohort #1
6/22 - 2/23
IST Trained

Cohort #4
6/24-9/24
IST Lead

Cohort #2
6/23 - 11/23

IST Apprentice

Cohort #3
3/24-9/24
IST Lead

103 
teachers 

fully 
trained, 16 
partially

5 day 
Leadership 

Institute

Symposium Symposium

Cohort #5 Cohort #7Cohort #6
75

more 
teachers
trained!

5-Day Constructing Meaning Professional Learning 24-25 School Year  

Symposium Symposium



   MVLA Constructing Meaning Implementation - We all play a role!

Here is what our trained teachers indicate they 
need:

Here is when trained teachers indicate they would 
like to collaborate & deepen their implementation: 



Please let us know if you have any 
further questions, would like to 

co-observe with one of us, or stop 
by a future training!

ist@mvla.net


